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TO  THE 


MALLING  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  for  the 
year  1904. 

The  District  under  my  care  embraces  : — 

Census  1891.  Census  1901. 

Acres . 38,527 . 38,527 

Inhabited  Houses . 4,849 . 5,183 

Population . 24,747 . 24,701 

The  Population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year  1904  is 


24,687. 


The  Births  registered  during  the  year  numbered  653,  of  these 
334  were  males  and  319  were  females.  The  birth-rate  for  the  year 
is  26‘45  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  rates  for  the  three  pre¬ 
ceding  years  1901,  1902,  and  1903  were  respectively  26T,  27*7, 
and  27*8.  The  average  rate  for  the  past  9  years  is  27*4.  The  1904 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  is  27 ’9,  that  for  Rural 
England  and  Wales  is  26  *8. 

The  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  numbered  324,  giving  a 
death  rate  of  1ST  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  rates  for  the 
three  preceding  years  1901,  1902,  and  1903  were  respectively 
14*8,  14’2,  12*9.  The  average  rate  for  the  past  9  years  is  14’9. 
Excepting  only  last  year  the  rate  for  this  year  is  the  lowest 
recorded.  The  1904  rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  is  16*2, 
that  for  Rural  England  and  Wales  is  1 5 •  3 . 

The  number  of  children  dying  under  1  year  of  age  is  74,  giving  a 
rate  of  107 '2  per  1,000  births  registered.  This  compares  very 
favourably  with  previous  years,  and  is  the  lowest  recorded.  The 
average  for  the  past  9  years  is  91,  giving  a  rate  of  134’6.  The  1904 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  is  146,  that  for  Rural 
England  and  Wales  125. 


The  Deaths  from  the  principal  Zymotic  diseases  numbered  35,  as 
against  37  last  year.  The  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  is  1*4, 
that  for  the  three  preceding  years  1901,  1902,  and  1903 
respectively  1*4,  1*4,  1*5. 

Measles .  1 

Scarlet  Fever .  2 

Diphtheria  .  2 

Whooping  Cough .  2 

Epidemic  Influenza .  7 

Diarrhoea  .  21 


There  occurred  from 


being 


death. 
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Under  the  Act  for  the  Compulsory  Notification  of  Infectious 
Diseases  there  were  reported  145  cases.  The  numbers  reported  in 
the  three  preceding  years,  1901,  1902,  1903,  were  respectively  160, 
177,  92. 
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The  145  Cases  included 


64  of  Scarlet  Fever. 
54  of  Diphtheria. 

22  of  Erysipelas. 

5  of  Enteric  Fever. 


The  Scarlet  Fever  cases  reported  numbered  64,  as  against 
131,  94,  56,  51,  and  25  in  the  preceding  5  years.  The  average  for 
those  5  years  is  71.  The  type  of  case  has  been  distinctly  more 
severe,  and  there  has  been  a  much  greater  tendency  to 
complications  and  troublesome  after-effects.  Of  the  64  cases 
reported,  61  were  admitted  to  and  treated  in  the  hospital,  two  of 
the  cases  terminated  fatally,  and  several  were  very  seriously  ill. 

At  Mereworth  the  disease  has  persisted,  occasional  cases  cropping 
up  at  irregular  intervals  throughout  the  year.  The  School  was 
closed  for  a  time,  it  was  thoroughly  cleaned  and  purified,  and  the 
School  children  have  been  individually  inspected.  Other  causes  of 
infection  were  as  far  as  possible  excluded,  and  yet  fresh  caseshave 
been  reported  in  a  very  disappointing-  manner.  In  all,  Mereworth 
reported  14  cases  during  the  year.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  disease 
was  transmitted  from  child  to  child  in  school,  probably  in 
consequence  of  very  mild  cases  which  had  passed  through  the 
febrile  stage  with  an  unnoticed  rash,  and  had  then  returned  to 
School  while  still  in  an  infectious  state. 


There  was  a  sharp,  short  outbreak  at  Wouldham  and  Snodland 
during  October  and  November.  It  became  necessary  to  close  the 
Schools  at  Wouldham  in  consequence.  This  outbreak  was  clearly 
traced  back  to  some  cases  which  occurred  in  Hopper  Huts  during 
September.  The  various  parishes  were  affected  as  follows  :  — 
Mereworth  14  cases,  Snodland  13,  Wouldham  12,  Wateringbury  6, 
East  Peckham  and  Leybourne  (Comp)  5  each,  Aylesford  4,  East 
Mailing  and  West  Mailing  2  each,  Burham  1. 

Of  Diphtheria  54  cases  were  notified,  as  against  55,  53,  68,  and 
31  during  the  4  preceding  years.  The  average  for  those  4  years  is 
52.  Two  deaths  only  were  recorded,  giving  a  mortality  of  under  4 
per  cent.,  a  remarkable  result  when  compared  with  the  high 
mortality  which  was  almost  invariable  before  the  routine  treatment 
of  the  disease  by  antitoxin. 

A  sharp  outbreak  occurred  at  Snodland  during-  November  and 
December.  Most  of  the  cases  were  traced  to  a  single  class  in  the 
British  Schools.  I  examined  the  children  individually,  and  found  4 
children  attending  the  class  whose  throats  were  teeming  with 
diphtheria  bacilli.  The  whole  standard  was  sent  home,  the  class 
room  disinfected,  and  the  outbreak  gradually  subsided.  The 
disease  has  continued  endemic  in  Snodland  for  some  years,  this 
year  however  promised  well  for  the  first  nine  months,  only  4  cases 
being  reported  during  that  time.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports 
that  here,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  the  Scavenging  has  not  been 
satisfactot  ily  performed. 

I  have  previously  reported  on  the  general  sanitary  condition  of 
Snodland.  In  addition  to  dealing  with  the  special  circumstances 


of  each  individual  case,  I  am  endeavouring’  to  stamp  out  the 
endemic  prevalence  of  the  disease  by  special  attention  to,  1st, 
the  dry  scavenging  ;  2nd,  cleaning  and  improving-  the  yards  and 
back  gardens  of  the  cottages  which  are  in  many  cases  still  un¬ 
wholesome  and  neglected  ;  3rd,  the  better  flushing  of  house 
drains  by  a  more  general  use  of  the  Water  Company’s  continuous 
supply.  The  main  sewers  are  already  thoroughly  flushed  by  the 
automatic  flushing  tanks. 

The  various  Parishes  were  affected  in  the  following  order  : — 
Snodland  19  cases,  Aylesford  8,  East  Mailing  6,  Wateringbury  5, 
Eccles  4,  Burham  and  Ditton  3  each,  Mereworth  and  Ryarsh  2 
each,  East  Peckham  and  Birling  1  each. 

Five  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were  reported  as  against  16,  8  and 
4  in  1901,  1902  and  1903  respectively.  The  cases  occurred  quite 
independently  of  one  another.  None  of  them  presented  features  of 
exceptional  interest,  and  all  five  did  well. 

An  outbreak  of  Measles  occurred  in  December  at  West  Mailing, 
there  has  been  no  severe  visitation  during  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  in  several  districts,  it  became 
necessary  to  close  the  Infant  School  at  Burham  in  July,  and  at 
Wouldham  in  December.  The  type  was  on  the  whole  mild,  and 
the  mortality  small,  only  two  deaths  being  recorded. 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea  and  allied  conditions  caused  21  deaths.  In 
1901,  1902  and  1903,  there  were  respectively  21,  2  and  8  deaths. 
August  and  September  were  the  fatal  months.  Thirteen  deaths 
occurred  amongst  children  under  1  year  old,  6  between  the  ages  2 
to  5,  and  2  between  6  and  15. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Small  Pox  or  of  Puerperal  Fever  reported 
during  the  year. 

The  following  Tables  of  vital  statistics  are  of  interest: — 


General  Vital  Statistics. 


Population 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Year. 

estimated 

Under 

One  Year. 

At  all  Ages. 

to  the 
middle  ;of 
the  year. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1000  Births 
registered. 

N  umber. 

Rate  per 
1000  of  the 
Population. 

1895 

24,728 

725 

29-3 

90 

124-1 

403 

16-3 

1896 

24,723 

667 

26-9 

not  av 

ailable. 

363 

14-6 

1897 

24,719 

676 

27-3 

83 

122-7 

337 

13-6 

1898 

24,714 

688 

27-8 

109 

158*4 

395 

15-9 

1899 

24,710 

679 

27-4 

100 

147-2 

413 

16-7 

1900 

24,705 

653 

26*4 

92 

140-9 

385 

15-6 

1901 

24,701 

646 

26  T  5 

94 

145-5 

365 

14-8 

1902 

24,696 

686 

27-7 

76 

110-8 

352 

14-2 

1903 

24,691 

686 

27‘8 

87 

126*8 

318 

12-9 

Averages 
for  Years 
1895-1903. 

24,709 

678 

27*4 

91 

134-6 

370 

14-9 

1904 

24,687 

653 

26*45 

74 

107-2 

324 

13-1 

Death  Table. 


Cause  of  Death. 

At  Subjoined  Ages. 

All 

Ages. 

rH 

<V 
'  O 
n 
fc> 

1  and 
under 

1  5. 

5  and 

under 

15. 

15  and 

under 

25. 

25  and 

under 

65. 

65  and 

up¬ 

wards. 

Measles 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

2 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

- — - 

Diphtheria 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Epidemic  Influenza 

7 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

4 

Diarrhoea  ... 

21 

13 

6 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Enteritis  ... 

4 

3 

— 

1 

— 

- - 

— 

Other  Septic 

Diseases 

1 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Phthisis 

24 

1 

— 

1 

8 

12 

2 

Other  Tubercular 

Diseases 

12 

1 

6 

3 

— 

2 

— 

Cancer 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

13 

Bronchitis 

18 

6 

2 

■ - 

— 

- - 

10 

Pneumonia 

19 

5 

6 

1 

— 

4 

3 

Pleurisy 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Other  Respiratory 

Diseases 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Alcoholism  and 

Cirrhosis 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Premature  Birth  ... 

16 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Heart  Diseases  ... 

36 

— 

— 

— 

5 

14 

17 

Accidents  ... 

13 

1 

1 

2 

1 

8 

— 

Suicides 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

All  other  causes  ... 

114 

26 

8 

— 

1 

30 

49 

All  causes 

324 

74 

30 

14 

16 

89 

101 

The  Mid  Kent  Water  Company  have  extended  their  mains 
through  the  village  of  Trosley,  and  were  busily  engaged  carrying 
the  pipes  on  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  supply  continues  good  as  shown  by  the  monthly  analyses. 


The  fi  gures  represent  parts  per  100,000. 


i 


The  following  table,  compiled  from  the  12  monthly  analyses, 
instructive,  and  comparison  with  the  year  1900  is  of  interest  : — 
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The  following-  table  formed  from  figures  supplied  me  by  the  Company  shows  the  number 
of  houses  receiving  water,  and  the  advance  made  during  the  year. 
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The  foul  condition  of  St.  Leonard’s  Lake,  West  Mailing,  and  the 
offensive  state  of  the  outlet  at  the  Cascade  in  Swan  Street,  was  a 
source  of  serious  trouble  during  the  spring  and  summer  months. 
On  July  5th  I  reported  to  you  as  follows  :  — 

“The  St.  Leonard’s  Lake  has  to  my  knowledge  been  more  or 
“  less  offensive  for  the  past  14  years.  Recent  complaints  that 
“have  reached  me  have  had  reference  to  the  Cascade  at  the 
“  lower  end  of  Swan  Street.  The  offensive  smell  of  the  water 
“  flowing  over  the  Cascade  is  principally  due  to  the  washing 
“down  of  decaying  weed.  The  smell  was  at  times  extremely 
“  offensive,  and  must  certainly  have  been  injurious  to  the  health 
“  of  those  living  near  the  water  fall.  The  trouble  was,  so  far  as 
“  my  personal  observation  went,  most  acute  during  the  month  of 
“  May.  Miss  Savage’s  representatives  were  approached  with 
“  regard  to  the  nuisance,  but  so  far  only  a  partial  dragging  of 
“  the  weeds  from  the  lake  has  been  undertaken. 

‘ c  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  lake  will  continue  to  be  offensive  until 
“the  foul  bottom  is  removed  and  the  Lake  deepened  in  its 
“  shallower  parts.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  mere  removal  of 
“  weeds  will  do  more  than  get  rid  of  the  worst  of  the  nuisance, 
“and  I  consider  that  all  reasonable  means  should  be  used  to 
“  urge  on  those  responsible  the  necessity  for  a  thorough  cleansing 
“  of  the  bed  of  the  Lake.” 

Time  has  entirely  borne  out  the  opinion  herein  expressed,  that 
the  decaying  weed  was  the  cause  of  the  severe  increase  in  the 
annoyance.  The  condition  of  the  Lake  and  Cascade  is  now  much 
as  it  was  before  the  prolonged  drought  of  recent  years. 

Under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  the  Inspector 
of  nuisances  has  had  occasion  to  issue  nine  written  notices  with 
regard  to  nuisances.  In  every  case  the  nuisance  was  remedied 
without  any  necessity  for  prosecution  arising.  116  inspections 
were  made  during  the  year.  The  two  underground  bakehouses  for 
which  certificates  were  granted  last  year,  are  still  in  use.  No  fresh 
certificates  were  applied  for  during  this  year. 

The  preliminaries  connected  with  the  Midwives’  Act  are  being 
actively  carried  forward.  The  Act  comes  partially  into  force  on 
the  1st  of  April,  1905. 

A  meeting  of  all  Medical  Men  practising  in  the  Mailing  Rural 
District  took  place  at  my  house  in  October.  The  objects  of  the 
meeting  were  (1)  To  secure  uniformity  of  action  among  the  Medical 
Men  in  support  of  the  Act.  (2)  To  approve  the  methods  I  proposed 
to  adopt  with  a  view  to  instructing  the  more  ignorant  Midwives 
who  are  being  certified  under  Section  2  of  the  Act.  These  include 
the  large  majority  of  existing  village  Midwives,  who  are  of  course 
wholly  untrained,  in  the  modern  sense  of  the  term  at  least, 
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The  meeting-  approved  the  methods  I  proposed.  Briefly  they 
were  to  interview  individually  the  various  Midwives  practising  in 
the  district,  to  acertain  that  they  were  capable  and  clean,  and  that 
they  understood  the  printed  “  Directions  to  Midwives  ”  which  I  had 
drawn  up,  and  which  were  based  on  those  issued  by  the  Central 
Midwives’  Board.  I  hope  by  these  means  to  forward  the  objects 
the  Act  has  in  view,  namely,  the  better  attendance  and  comfort  of 
the  poorer  classes  during  confinement,  and  during  the  puerperal 
state  ;  and  also  the  lessening  of  preventable  disease. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  was  very  full  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  year,  and  the  admissions  for  the  whole  year  were  double 
those  of  1903.  I  reported  last  year  that  everything  appeared  in 
order  and  ready  for  emergency.  When  the  rush  of  cases  came 
this  November  everything  worked  smoothly  and  the  cases  were 
admitted  with  little  or  no  delay.  In  one  instance  only  was 
admission  applied  for  and  temporarily  refused,  it  was  a  case  which 
could  be  satisfactorily  isolated  at  home,  had  it  not  been  so  accom¬ 
modation  would  have  been  found  at  the  Hospital.  At  the  time  I 
considered  that  the  one  or  two  beds  remaining  should  be  reserved 
for  cases  where  home  isolation  was  impossible. 

Average  Stay- 

Disease.  Admissions.  Days. 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  61  40 

Diphtheria  ...  43  28 

The  new  cottage  for  the  Porter  built  just  outside  the  Hospital 
fence  was  completed  during  the  year. 

Appended  is  the  Report  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector.  In  that  part 
of  the  Report  relating  to  scavenging  he  insists  on  the  desirability 
of  a  weekly  return,  to  be  made  by  the  Contractors  specifying  the 
work  done.  Some  such  check  is  certainly  necessary  in  the  interest 
of  the  Contractor  himself  as  well  as  in  that  of  the  general  public. 

Referring  to  his  Report  on  Hop-pickers’  Dwellings,  I  have  seen 
many  tents  in  use  which  are  not  a  proper  protection  from  the 
weather,  and  in  wet  seasons  much  misery  and  sickness  is  the  con¬ 
sequence.  Children  playing  or  rubbing"  against  the  canvas  of  the 
tent  will  frequently  destroy  its  rainproof  qualities  even  if  it  is  a  good 
sound  tent  when  fairly  used,  and  therefore  it  is  undesirable  to 
accommodate  children  in  them  under  anv  circumstances. 

•S 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


ARTHUR  H.  ROBERTS. 
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The  Limes,  West  Mailing-, 

January  23rd ,  /905. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Roberts ,  Medical  Officer  of  Health ,  Mailing  Rural 

District  Council. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  herewith  submit  the  following  report  of  my  work  as  Inspector 
of  Nuisances,  Inspector  of  Factories  and  Workshops,  Inspector 
of  Canal  Boats,  Inspector  under  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Order, 
and  also  as  Surveyor  of  Buildings  to  the  Mailing  Rural  District 
Council  for  the  year  1904. 

NUISANCES. 


Accumulation  of  Refuse 

.  ,  ,  , 

121 

Drains  blocked... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

59 

Drains  defective  or  insufficient 

hi 

Defective  sinks 

45 

Dangerous  wells 

...  ... 

2 

Dirty  cowsheds 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

5 

Dirty  bakehouses 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

8 

Dirty  Dwelling-houses 

...  ... 

...  27 

Dirty  slaughter-houses 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

Delective  paving 

24 

Defective  roofs  and  gutters  .. 

,  .  .  ... 

...  48 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation... 

...  ,  .  . 

6 

Ill-constructed  cesspools 

•  •  •  •  .  • 

20 

Ill-constructed  privies 

,  ,  .  .  «  , 

9 

Insufficient  water  closets 

...  ... 

29 

Insufficient  water  supply  to  dwelling 

houses 

...  24 

Keeping  animals  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance  ... 

28 

Overcrowding  dwelling  houses 

...  ... 

2 

Overflowing  cesspools 

•  •  •  ... 

...  103 

Overflowing  privies  ... 

4'otal  ... 

...  79 

...  752 

The  Nuisances  enumerated  have  generally  been  abated  without 
it  being  found  necessary  to  serve  statutory  notices,  especially 
those  of  a  structural  nature,  the  owners  of  property  in  most  cases 
on  intimation  being  made  have  met  me  and  accepted  my  sugges¬ 
tions  as  to  the  abatement  of  the  nuisances. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  refer  only  five  cases  to  the  Magistrates 
during  the  year,  with  the  following  results  : — 

Closing  Order  for  cottage  at  Stansted  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  Adjourned  for  one  month  for  the  work  to  be  done  ; 
the  premises  were  made  fit  for  habitation. 

Order  to  abate  nuisances  arising  from  ill-constructed  and 
defective  drainage  to  seven  cottages,  Snodland.  Adjourned  for 
two  months  for  the  work  to  be  done  ;  the  premises  were  re-drained 
satisfactorily. 

Order  to  abate  nuisances  at  Ightham  Schools  arising  from  ill- 
constructed  and  defective  drains.  Adjourned  on  December  19th 
for  three  months  to  allow  time  for  the  necessary  work  to  be  done. 
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Order  to  abate  nuisances  at  Burham  Boys’  School,  arising-  from 
ill-constructed  and  defective  drains.  Adjourned  on  December 
19th  for  three  months,  to  allow  time  for  the  necessary  work  to  be 
done. 

Order  to  abate  nuisances  at  thirty-five  cottages,  Eccles,  arising 
from  ill-constructed  and  defective  drainage.  Adjourned  on  December 
19th  for  three  months  to  allow  time  for  the  necessary  work  to  be 
done. 

Scavenging  Snodland. 

The  scavenging  in  this  parish  has  not  been  done  in  such  a 
satisfactory  manner  as  in  the  previous  year,  and  I  would  suggest 
that  the  Contractor  be  called  upon  to  make  a  weekly  return  of  the 
premises  scavenged,  to  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

WOULDHAM. 

The  scavenging  in  this  parish  has  not  been  carried  out 
thoroughly,  the  Contractor  having  to  be  frequently  called  upon  to 
carry  out  the  conditions  of  his  contract,  especially  towards  the 
termination  of  his  contract.  I  consider  that  in  all  future  contracts 
for  scavenging,  the  Contractors  should  be  called  upon  to  make 
a  weekly  return  of  the  premises  scavenged. 

East  Malling  and  Ditton. 

I  have  had  to  continually  call  upon  the  Contractor  during  the 
year  in  respect  to  his  contract,  as  he  appeared  to  take  very  little 
interest  in  the  work  further  than  to  do  as  little  as  possible,  and  I 
am  confident  that  the  Council  having  undertaken  to  do  the  work 
for  the  year  1905,  it  will  be  carried  out  with  far  better  results  than 
hitherto,  and  I  shall  at  the  end  of  the  year  be  in  a  position  to  shew 
what  has  been  done,  by  the  system  of  weekly  returns  made. 

Slaughterhouses. 

I  have  during  the  year  visited  the  various  slaughterhouses  in  the 
district,  and  have  only  on  two  occasions  found  it  necessary  to  call 
upon  the  occupiers  to  cleanse  and  limewhite  their  premises,  this  I 
consider  very  satisfactory  especially  as  there  are  no  regulations  or 
bye-laws  relating  to  slaughterhouses,  and  which,  under  these 
circumstances,  can  only  be  dealt  with  by  Section  94  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

I  have  visited  the  various  Factories  and  Workshops  in  the 
District  and  called  upon  the  occupiers  of  eight  Bakehouses  to 
cleanse  and  limewhite  their  Bakehouses,  which  has  been  done. 

D  uring  the  year  I  have  registered  two  Factories  and  seven 
Workshops,  the  registration  in  three  cases  being  in  consequence 
of  change  of  occupiers,  one  Factory,  East  Mailing,  one  Bakehouse, 
East  Peckham,  and  one  Bakehouse,  at  Aylesford. 

There  are  registered  under  the  Act,  23  Factories  and  60  Work 
shops,  an  increase  on  the  previous  year  of  one  Factory  and  six 
Workshops. 
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Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

I  have  from  time  to  time  visited  and  inspected  the  various 
Cowsheds  and  Dairies  in  the  District,  and  have  found  it  necessary 
to  call  upon  the  Cowkeepers  to  cleanse  and  limewhite  five  Cow¬ 
sheds.  On  my  revisiting-  the  premises  I  found  that  the  work  had 
been  done.  The  Dairies  I  found  all  clean  and  satisfactory. 

Hop  Pickers’  Dwellings. 

During  the  year  I  visited  and  inspected  the  several  Hopper 
Huts  and  Sheds,  and  found  them  clean  and  satisfactory.  With 
regard  to  the  tents,  there  are  a  great  quantity  used  which  appear 
to  be  condemned  Government  tents,  and  if  they  are  not  good 
enough  for  the  Government  to  have  they  cannot  possibly  be 
suitable  for  the  housing  of  women  and  children.  If  they  must  be 
used  they  should  be  occupied  by  men  only.  I  would  suggest  that 
some  regulation  be  made  prohibiting  them  for  the  housing  of 
women  and  children.  The  hop-growers  do  supply  plenty  of  firing 
and  dry  bedding  after  the  storms  that  occur  during  the  hopping 
season,  but  the  housing  of  women  and  children  in  tents  should,  in 
my  opinion,  not  be  allowed. 

There  were  only  two  cases  of  infectious  disease  among  the  hop- 
pickers  during  the  picking  season  ;  these  were  promptly  dealt  with, 
the  bedding  burnt  and  the  huts  disinfected. 


Canal  Boats. 


During  the  year  I  have  visited  the  various  wharves  and  sidings 
in  the  district,  and  as  in  previous  years  been  unable  to  make  but 
few  inspections,  for  the  same  reason,  namely,  that  directly  the 
boats  are  made  fast  the  cabins  are  locked  and  the  Masters  areaway 
at  their  homes  until  the  vessels  are  loaded. 

I  have  made  17  inspections,  and  found  one  vessel  contravening 
the  Act,  and  for  which  I  served  notice  upon  the  owner  to  cleanse 
and  paint  the  cabin,  and  also  to  produce  the  Certificate  of  Regis¬ 
tration. 


With  one  exception,  I  found  the  vessels  inspected  clean  and 
fairly  well  kept,  and  also  there  were  no  cases  of  infectious  disease 
to  deal  with. 

The  contraventions  of  the  Act  referred  to  occurred  on  board  the 
Certificate  not  produced,  cabin  dirty  and  requiring 
painting.  Notice  served  March  17th,  1904, 

and  Certificate  received  March  26th,  1904,  by  H. 
Evans,  Port  Sanitary  Inspector,  Rochester,  stating 
that  the  contraventions  had  been  remedied. 


Tootsie, 
R.R.  188, 
Rochester. 


Aylesford  and  Burham  Drainage. 

The  sewers  of  the  above  parishes  have  been  completed  ready  for 
dealing  with  the  house  connections.  I  have  during  the  year 
received  the  following  number  cf  plans  ; — 

Aylesford. — 19  plans  for  the  drainage  of  72  houses  and  premises 
which  shew  1,079  feet  of  6-inch  secondary  sewers  and  3,032  feet  of 
4-inch  drains. 
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Eccles. — 29  plans  for  the  drainage  of  230  houses  and  premises 
which  shew  3,048  feet  of  6-inch  secondary  sewers  and  4,51  L  feet  of 
4-inch  drains. 

Burham.— 33  plans  for  the  drainage  of  137  houses  and  premises 
which  shew  1,927  feet  of  6-inch  secondary  sewers  and  4,730  feet  of 
4-inch  drains. 


Houses. 

Premises. 

Parish. 

6-in.  Secondary  Sewers. 

4-in  Drains. 

72 

— 

Aylesford  .. 

1,079  feet 

3,032  feet 

230 

— 

Eccles  . 

3,048  ,, 

4,511  ,, 

137 

— 

Burham  _ 

1,927  „ 

4,730  „ 

439 

— 

6,054  feet. 

12,273  feet 

395  of  the  premises  are  connected  to  the  sewers,  leaving  44 
more  to  be  completed  of  the  plans  already  received  in  1904.  All 
the  secondary  sewers  and  drains  are  tested  by  water,  and  none  are 
approved  unless  they  are  watertight  ;  each  house  has  a  separate 
and  complete  system  to  itself— 4-inch  drain,  intercepting  chamber 
with  4-inch  air  inlet  and  4-inch  air  outlet  for  ventilation,  carried  to 
a  sufficient  height  to  clear  all  windows,  the  drains  are  connected 
to  the  6-inch  secondary  sewer,  which  discharge  into  the  main 
sewer  leading  to  disposal  area  at  Aylesford. 

I  do  not  anticipate  the  completion  of  the  whole  of  the  works  for 
some  time,  as  the  plans  for  the  remainder  of  the  properties  have 
not  yet  reached  me. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

During  the  year  the  Conncil  have  had  before  them  for  their 
consideration  72  plans  (as  compared  with  62  in  the  previous  year). 
Of  these  67  were  approved,  four  referred  back,  and  one  withdrawn. 

The  plans  approved  were  for  the  following  buildings  : — 

41  Houses  as  compared  with  29  in  1903. 

4  Houses  and  Shops  as  compared  with  2  in  1903. 

29  Additions  to  Houses  as  compared  with  39  in  1903. 

4  Workshops 

4  Shop  additions. 

1  Addition  to  Club  Premises. 

1  Bakehouse. 

1  Addition  to  Bakehouse. 

1  Hop  Kiln  and  Stove. 

1  Addition  to  Church  Vestry. 

1  Addition  to  Office. 

1  Addition  to  Factory. 


95  Total  buildings  as  compared  to  89  in  1903. 


The  drainage  to  all  new  houses  is  carried  out  on  the  separate 
system  as  described  in  the  Aylesford  and  Durham  Drainage 
System,  which  works  most  satisfactorily.  I  prepared  plans 
and  specifications,  and  superintended  the  erection  of  Porters’ 
Cottage  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  Site,  which  has  been  completed 
at  a  cost  of  ^190  Is. 

I  Remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 

CHARLES  SOUTER, 


Inspector  of  Nuisances,  &c. 


